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IS D-GERM SAFE TO USE AS A HAND SANITISER? 
 

 D-Germ contains 70% v/v Propyl Alcohol, 0.5 % Chlorhexidine Gluconate and an emollient. 

 

 Propyl (n-Propanol) Alcohol is safe to use in hand disinfectant because: 

- It has been used safely in hand disinfectants since 1965 – Periodic Safety Update 

Review Data available; 

- It is accepted as an active ingredient in the formulation of hand sanitisers world-

wide  (Reference 1, 2, 3); 

- World Health Organization (WHO) listed Propyl Alcohol as an active ingredient for 

hand disinfectants in the 2009 Hand Hygiene Guidelines in Health Care (Ref 4; 

page 29); 

- Propyl Alcohol is used as the reference alcohol in the EN (European Norms) 12791 

for surgical hand preparation (Ref 5, Table I.10.1; Page 29); 

- It is listed as one of the three alcohols suitable for use in alcohol based hand 

santisers in South Africa by the SANS490:2020 (Ref 7);  

- There is no available data or literature that Propyl Alcohol is absorbed through the 

skin even with frequent use such as by healthcare workers in a healthcare setting 

(Ref 2); 

- The risk of ingestion is low, because Propyl alcohol has a very unpleasant taste 

which is worse than ethanol.  This reduces the risk of intentional or accidental 

ingestion significantly. 

 

 D-Germ has been used in hospitals and retail sector in South Africa since 2002 with no 

reported negative health issues: 

- D-Germ is registered as a S0 drug with the South African Health Products 

Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA); 

- SAHPRA guidelines and GMP requirements are adhere to, ensuring quality, efficacy 

and safety; 

- It is compliant to the SANS490:2020.  This standard specifies the requirements for 

Alcohol-Based Hand Rubs in South Africa; 

- All alcohols purchased from Sasol (Base Chemicals) and used in our hand santisers 

have undergone rigorous purification processes and is suitable for direct contact 

with human skin (Ref 6); 

- It has passed the following EN tests (these are listed as criteria when selecting a 

hand hygiene disinfectant in the WHO Guidelines on Hand Hygiene in Health Care 

(Ref 4; page 30): 

 EN1500 Hygiene Hand Rub 
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 EN12791 Surgical Hand Rub 

 EN14476 Virucidal Efficacy  

 EN13624 Yeasticidal Efficacy 

 EN13727 Bactericidal Efficacy 

- The labelling of D-Germ adheres to the SANS490:2020 specifically regarding safety 

measures:  

 keep out of reach of children, 

 not to be taken orally, 

 keep away from open flame. 

- It contains an emollient which reduces the risk of skin irritation. 

 
For supporting documents, please contact us on info.za@bbraun.com 
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